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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a compound type information recording and reproducing 
apparatus which is compact and easy to use without spoiling possibility of incorporating 
increasingly diversified information recording media and without causing mechanical complexity. 
SOLUTION: This apparatus is provided with a plurality of information recording and reproducing 
device such as a HDD device 1, a memory card drive device 2, a CD-R/RW drive device 3, or 
the like whose recording speed or reproducing speed is different or the recording speed or 
reproducing speed can be changed to a different speed, in the same case 4, while a host 
interface 11. a power source supply connector 12, and an indicator 13 are used in common by a 
plurality of drives 1 , 2. 3. Also, a down-time at fault of a device is reduced and convenience for 
data backup or the like are improved by making at least one drive device exchangeable. Also, 
updating of a control program and addition of a new function and elimination can be performed 
easily by using the exchangeable drives as a supply device of a control program of other drives 
being not exchangeable. 
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[ Claim 1 ] A composite type information recording and 
5 reproducing device comprising: 

a plurality of information recording and reproducing 
devices which have a different speed of recording or 
reproducing each other or are able to change a recording 
speed or reproducing speed and provided in one body; and 
10 an interface section to a host computer, a power supply 

connector and a status indicator which is shared by a 
plurality of said information recording and reproducing 
devices. 

[claim 2] The composite type information recording and 
15 reproducing device according to claim 1, wherein at least 
one of said information recording and reproducing device 
between a plurality of said information recording and 
reproducing device comprises a changeable device, 
[claim 3] The composite type information recording and 
20 reproducing device according to claim 2 , wherein a control 
program of unchangeable information recording and 
reproducing device is changed through said changeable 
information recording and reproducing device. 

[claim 4] The composite type information recording and 
25 reproducing device according to claim 3, wherein when at 
least one said information recording and reproducing device 
reproduces recording information on a changeable 
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information recording medium, said control program is 
supplied from said information recording medium. 
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reproducing device according to any one of claims 1-4, a 
5 plurality of said information recording and reproducing 
device comprises high recording and reproducing speed 
device and low recording and reproducing device, 

and wherein said high recording and reproducing device 
operate as a cash memory for reading and writing said low 
10 recording and reproducing device. 

[claim 6] The composite type information recording and, 
reproducing device according to any one of claims 1-5, a 
plurality of said information recording and reproducing 
. device comprises high recording 'in it price, device. and_l.Qw 
15 recording unit price device, 

and wherein the low recording unit price device operate 
as an automatic logging device for reading and writing the 
high recording unit price device. 
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